
	  
 

Dipping into the Blues 
Stuart Jebbitt 2020 

 
This week we are going to have some fun strumming through a couple of 
well known songs and also have a go at some tablature.  
 
Don’t be afraid, Tablature is not as complicated as it might sound.  
It’s basically a shorthand, developed by musicians who play by ear, to 
show each other where to find the notes they need. It’s a diagram of 
your ukulele neck, with numbers to tell you which fret and string to press 
down on.  
 
It doesn’t give you the timing, so only works alongside listening to the 
track.  
 
Finally I’ll show you a trick I use in order to play a little solo in any key, 
using notes from the blues scale. This will get you out of jail anytime 
you’re jamming a blues tune with friends. 
 
As always, my aim is to gently dip your toes into the genre and hopefully 
you’ll pick up a few tips and moves, that you can incorporate in into your 
playing.  
 
Let’s warm up by strumming a couple of 12 bar sequences in C  
 
1.    C   C   C   C   F   F    C   C   G    G   C    C  
 
2.    C   F   C   C   F   F7   C   C   G7   F   C   G7 
 
Now for a song - Let’s start with one of the most famous founder fathers 
of the Blues,. Robert Johnson and ‘Sweet Home Chicago’ 
 
Firstly we’ll strum together through it and learn the sequence, after which 
I will show you a nifty little intro (and outro) that you can add, which will 
incorporate some simple picking skills.  
 
 
 



	  

Sweet Home Chicago     (Backbeat with a bit of swing) 
 
   
------------- C    F                                   C       C  
Well Come on,  baby, don't you wanna go ? 
                   F     F                                    C      C7 
Well Come on,  baby, don't you wanna go ? 
                    G7                       F                             C         G7 
Back to that same old place,       sweet home Chicago ! 
 
  
                  C    F                                    C      C  
Well Come on, baby, don't you wanna go ? 
        F         F                                   C      C7  
Hidehey-o, baby, don't you wanna go ? 
                    G7                       F                             C         G7 
Back to that same old place,       sweet home Chicago ! 
 
 
Middle Section (The ‘Stops’) 
 
 
 
         C$                             C$  
Well, one and one is two,   six and two is eight,  
    C$                                              C$ 
      Come on pretty baby, don't ya make me late ! 
        F         F                                   C      C7  
Hidehey-o, baby, don't you wanna go ? 
                        G7                       F                                  C         G7 
Back from the land of California,     to  sweet home Chicago ! 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 



	  
 
  
   
------------- C    F                                   C       C  
Well Come on,  baby, don't you wanna go ? 
                   F     F                                    C      C7 
Well Come on,  baby, don't you wanna go ? 
                    G7                       F                             C         G7 
Back to that same old place,       sweet home Chicago ! 
 
 
 
+  instrumental (optional)   C  F   C  C   F   F   C   C7   G7   F  C  G7  
 
 
 
         C$                                C$  
Well, Six and three is nine,   nine and nine is eighteen, 
    C$                                   C$  
       Look a here baby, and see what I’ve seen ! 
        F         F                                   C      C7  
Hidehey-o, baby, don't you wanna go ? 
                       G7                          F                                C         G7 
Back from the land of California,     to  sweet home Chicago ! 
 
 
   
 
                   C    F                                   C       C  
Well Come on,  baby, don't you wanna go ? 
                   F     F                                    C      C7 
Well Come on,  baby, don't you wanna go ? 
                    G7                       F Rallentando                             C         
Back to that same old place,       sweet home Chicago ! 
 
 
 
 
 



	  

 
 
Sweet Home Chicago Intro 
 
I will demonstrate this :  
 
A------------7----------6---------5-----------3-------------- 
E---------------------------------------------------0--1--3--- 
C----------7---7-----6---6-----5---5------------------------- 
G-------------------------------------------------------------- 
Finger        T S T         T S T         T S T              S    T    T   T  
 
The lines represent your four strings and the numbers  
represent which frets to press down.  
 
Fingering: For this lick I use my thumb (T) and little finger (S), but you can 
use whatever fingers are more comfortable for you.  
 
You can use the same lick to finish the song, just leave off those last 
three notes, so that you finish on a C. (and make it a C chord rather than 
a single note)  
 
  
 
Tip - If it helps to put some number stickers down the side of your 
fretboard, do so.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  

 
 
 
Ok so now you have played a 12 bar blues with an intro and an outro.  
 
Let’s play with a different strum pattern and Key.  
 
This will be in G, and we need just 3 chords G, C7 and D7 - Easy!  
 
This is the Sequence  
 
G   G   G   G   C7  C7   G   G   D7   C7  G   D7  
 
For our strum pattern I’d like to use the Skip Strum 
 
 

$    $    $     $  # 
1 & 2 & 3 & 4  &  
 
You’ll want to play with a heavy driving feel  
 
Also, If you want to add something different, simply take your fingers off 
the fret board for that last upstroke. It will add to the feel.  
 
 I will demonstrate what I mean.  
  
 
Anyway, Let’s play this old Wilburt Harrison song, “Let’s Stick Together’  
 
You’re more likely know the cover version by a 1970s British group.  
 
Which group was that?  
 
 
 
 



	  
 
 
 
Let’s Stick Together  
 
G   G   G   G   C7  C7   G   G   D7   C7  G   D7  
 
                     G                       G 
And now the marriage vow,    it's very sacred, it has 
G                                 G                                         C7 
Put us together now,  you want to make it stick together 
          C7                                      G          G  
Come on, come on, let's stick together 
                        D7                           C7                          G       D7  
You know, we made a vow, not to leave one another, ever 
 
 
                    G                                              G  
And now ya never miss your water 'til your well runs dry 
G                                              G                                C7 
Come on now, baby, give our love a try and stick together 
          C7                                      G          G  
Come on, come on, let's stick together 
                        D7                           C7                          G       D7  
You know, we made a vow, not to leave one another, ever 
 
                G                               G  
Ah, baby, stop for a while,  consider our child 
G                                         G                                        C7  
Can it be happy without its mom and pappy? Stick together 
          C7                                     G           G  
Come on, come on, let's stick together 
                        D7                           C7                          G       D7  
You know, we made a vow, not to leave one another, ever 
 
At first glance, you might not think of this as a blues song,  
 
But look at the structure and you can see that the song is entirely based 
around a 12 bar blues pattern! 



	  

 
Stu’s C Blues 
 
 
Now let’s play an instrumental based around one of the patterns we 
warmed up with C C C C F F C C G F C C  
 
For this I used the C Blues Ukulele scale (pictured), as my palette, to see 
which notes would work, when creating my composition. “Stu’s C Blues”  
 

 
 
(You can find all these scales at ukulelescales.com)  
 
 
So…I’ve made 2 recordings for you. (Mp3s to be sent to you)  
 
One is just the backing track with one Uke strumming a backbeat  
 
The second, is with two Ukes, one playing the backing while another 
plays a solo  
 
I’ve tabbed out the solo, so that with a combination of listening and 
looking at the tab, you can play it yourself.  
 
Alternatively, use the blank backing track to create your own piece.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  
Stu’s C Blues      
 
C                               C 
-----------3333----- / -----------3333-- 
------6-------------- / ---3--6---3333-- 
---------------------  / ------------------ 
---------------------  / ------------------ 
  
     
 
C                               C 
-----------3333---- / --6-6-3---------3--- 
---3--6------------- / -----------3-6------ 
--------------------- / --------------------- 
--------------------- / --------------------- 
      
 
 
F                              F 
--------------------  / -------------------- 
-------------3------ / ------------ 3------- 
---3--5-5------5--  / ---3--5-5------5--3- 
--------------------  / ----------------------- 
                                                                                      Pull down on the last note for effect 
 
 
C                               C 
--------------------  / -------------------- 
--------------------  / -------------------- 
---0---------------   / -----0--3--0------ 
--------------------  / --------------------- 
 Let this open note ring               Pull down the 3 for effect  
                      
 
 
 



	  

 
 
G                               F 
---------------------- / -------------------- 
---1-2-3333---3-2--/ --1111------------ 
-3------------------- / ------------0--3---  
--------------------- / -------------------- 
       
 
 
C                               C 
-------------------- / ------------------- 
-------------------- / ------------------- 
---0---------------- / ------------------- 
------------------ / ----------------- 
Let this open note ring……. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  

Useful Tip  
 
Now a useful tip to have up your sleeve. 
 
You can use part of the blues scale to play a little solo in any key  
You just need to be able to locate your root notes and know what key 
the piece is in… 
 
Now play you open C string and then find your C note on string 1 
 
These are both the note C, an 
octave apart  
 
You can take this octave up 
the neck, just like your 
movable chords.  
 
(I will demonstrate)  
 
Now look at this part of the C blues scale  
 
Those 2 C dots represent the ROOT notes. You can find the root notes 
for the other keys by moving up the chromatic scale.  
 
You can move this palette of 
notes up the chromatic scale 
and use any of them to solo 
with.  
 
For instance, here it is in D   
 
(Graphics from ukulelego.com) 
 
 
If you haven’t memorized the Chromatic scale yet - just leave your tuner 
on and find your root note on string one with that. Then you’re free to 
improvise around this palette of notes.   


