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Top Hat Blues started life as a group piece for multiple players at Coda Piano Parties but, if 

you are the only pianist at home, you could try the following; 

▪ Play both hands yourself. 

▪ Play along with the backing tracks. All the tracks start with 

▪ Record yourself and playing along with the recording.  When recording, count yourself 

in by saying 1-2-3-4-1-2-3-4-, at the tempo you want before starting to play. 

▪ Teaching the easy parts to someone else. Other instruments can join in too. 

 

Top Hat Blues in C 
 

Start by learning the BASS LINE 

 Play this with your left hand and count 1-2-3-4 for every note. Keep practising until you can play 

it 3 times without stopping, as written.  

Track 1) 60 Beats Per Minute, Track 2) 74 BPM  

 

 

Now we are going to make up a melody for the right hand. 

Choose one of these notes and make up a simple one bar rhythm that adds up to 4 beats.  

For example;                                             

 

 

B flat 

Always end on C 

C 

Or say these rhythms;    

▪ doodah,do dah,doo,doo 

▪ Doo-pi-dy, doo-pi-dy, dah, dah 

▪ ga' ba doogala gad-n da 

  

. 

 

Track 3) 60 BPM, Track 4) 74 BPM 

. 

 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.optimohats.com/Hats_2005/tophat.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.optimohats.com/felthats.htm&h=441&w=500&sz=34&hl=en&start=23&tbnid=A0pNBGP5uhyWqM:&tbnh=115&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q%3DTop%2BHat%2B%26start%3D20%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D20%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN
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Now miss out the middle note of the chords, 

 

The letter names under the Bass line are chord symbols for the C major, (CEG) G major 

(GBD) and F major (FAC) chords.  Play this; 

 

At the Coda Piano Parties, the Top 

Hat is passed round the players. 

The person wearing the Top Hat 

improvises the melody and 

everyone else plays the bass line 

or the chords. You can wear the hat 

for as long as you like, or not at all. 

 

 

Now choose 2 notes, or 3…  

Keep experimenting until 

you start to develop a 

melody you like.  This works 

well playing with the backing 

track or another person 

playing the Bass line over 

and over again.   

 

 

Now try this;. Track 9) 60 BPM, Track 10) 74 BPM 

 

 

This version of the Twelve Bar Blues is in C because that is an easy key to play on the piano, 

but you can play the chord sequence starting on any chord you like. Choose a key then make 

chords built on the 1st, 3rd and 5th notes of the major scale 

 
C major 

 

G major 

 

Top Hat Blues in C 

 

Track 5) 60 BPM, Track 6) 74 BPM 

. 

 

Track 7) 60 BPM, Track 8) 74 BPM 

. 

 

Remember the F# 
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Robert Johnson (1911-1938) 

 

Crossroads Blues - Robert Johnson  

I went to the crossroads, fell down on my knees 

I went to the crossroads, fell down on my knees 

Asked the Lord above "Have mercy, now save poor Bob, if you please" 

 

Yeoo, standin' at the crossroads, tried to flag a ride 

Ooo eee, I tried to flag a ride 

Didn't nobody seem to know me, babe, everybody pass me by 

 

Standin' at the crossroads, baby, risin' sun goin' down 

Standin' at the crossroads, baby, eee, eee, risin' sun goin' down 

I believe to my soul, now, poor Bob is sinkin' down 

 

You can run, you can run, tell my friend Willie Brown 

You can run, you can run, tell my friend Willie Brown 

That I got the crossroads blues this mornin', Lord, babe, I'm sinkin' down 

 

  

 

If you want to learn more about the 

Blues, including how to create your 

own song, visit BBC Bitesize guides, 

GCSE music, the Blues 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/

ztx3b9q/revision/1 

 

Here are some more Blues Songs to play along to;  

 
▪ BB King “Woke up this morning” in C 

▪ Elvis “Hound Dog” in C 

▪ Neal Hefti & his Orchestra & Chorus “Batman” in G  

▪ Duffy “Mercy” in G  

▪ Count Basie “One O'clock Jump in F 

▪ Robert Johnson "Travellin’ Riverside Blues" in B flat 

▪ Bill Haley “Rock around the clock” in A 

▪ Eric Clapton “Crossroads” in A 

▪ Howlin’ Wolf “Smokestack Lightning” in E 

 

Top Hat Blues in C 

There are many examples of Twelve Bar 

Blues. Here is a very famous song written 

by Robert Johnson in the 1930s. You can 

find recordings of him performing it on 

YouTube, Spotify, iTunes or wherever 

you usually go to listen to music. It is 

usually in the key of A. 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/ztx3b9q/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/ztx3b9q/revision/1

